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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 0199 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, AF, PK 

SUBJECT: PAK-AFGHAN RELATIONS 

1 . IN JANUARY 8 CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR, 

DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER WAHEED ABDULLAH ASSESSED 
THAT BOTH PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN ARE JUST NOW 
PREOCCUPIED WITH INTERNAL AFFAIRS, BUT THAT BOTH 
COUNTRIES ARE "TRYING HARD TO KEEP FROM ROCKING 
THE BOAT" WHERE BILATERAL RELATIONS ARE CONCERNED. 

ABDULLAH CITED AS PREOCCUPATIONS THE JANUARY 30 
LOYA JIRGAH THAT IS TO TAKE PLACE HERE (KABUL 

9428) AND PAKISTAN'S FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS. HE 
MENTIONED IN PASSING "THE PROBLEM OF WALI KHAN'S 
TRIAL" BUT DID NOT ELABORATE. 

2. TO AMBASSADOR'S QUESTION ABOUT PROGRESS TOWARD 
AN AIR AGREEMENT (KABUL 9309) THE DEPUTY MINISTER 
REPLIED HE SEES THE TALKS JUST AS A COMMERCIAL 
MATTER, AND THAT HE HAS SUGGESTED TO PAK AMBAS- 
SADOR ALI ARSHAD THAT THE PAKS DEAL DIRECTLY WITH 
AFGHAN AIR AUTHORITY ON THIS. 
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